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FeelingThat Trump Will ‘Say Anything,’
Europe Is Less Restrainedloo

HAMBURG, Germany — For yearanit meeting, public splits with Mfrump Heisbourg, a French security analysiyump’s promise of a “very powerful”
the United States was the dominawere the order of the dayhose rifts have agreed. “The reticence has gone aWwagrade deal for a post-“Brexit” Britain that
force and set the agenda at the dreen reflected in European domestic pdtie said. “On an issue-by-issue basis, themild be completed “veryery quickly”
nual gathering of the leaders of thees, too, from Britain and France to Gers apparently no penalty for playing
world’s lagest economies. many where Chancellgkngela Merkel hardball withTrump without necessarilyMrs. May even expressed the hope that
has said that Europe must “take our faaffecting security on climate for ex- Mr. Trump might change his mind on the
But on Fridaywhen Presideffrump into our own hands” and stop “glossingmple.” Paris accord, though Ms. Merkel did not
met with other leaders at the Groupver” clear differences. agreeAnd in the end, all wavering mem-
of 20 conference, he found the Unitebthe new French president, Emmanu€he strains were most visible here on cbers sided with the 19, not the one.
States isolated on everything fromlacron, whose election has reneweudate policy and trade. Mirump’s with-
trade to climate change, and faced witlonfidence among Europeans, said blunttirawal from the Paris accord was wideljhe White House saw progress nonethe-
the prospect of the grougi'ssuing a “Our world has never been so dividedondemned, and all the leaders aside frégss. “The vast majority of the G-20 sup-
statement on Saturday that lays ba@entrifugal forces have never been &4r. Trump signed up to language thaborts the presiderstVision for universal
how the United States stands alongowerful. Our common goods have nevealled the agreement “irreversible.”  access to &rdable and reliable ergy,
been so threatened.” including finding ways to burn fossil fuels
ChancellorAngela Merkel of Ger “Whatever leadership is,” said one seniarore cleanly and gfiently,” said Geage
many the host of the meeting, openddr. Macron, who waved his iPhon&rench diplomat, who was not authorizddavid Banks, a special assistant to the
it by acknowledging the differencearound during the meeting as a symboltof speak by name and insisted on argresident on international energy and en-
between the United States and the rgibal trade, sharply criticized those likeymity, “it is not being outvoted, 19 to 1.¥vironment and lead negotiator for climate
of the countries. While “compromiséMr. Trump who do not support multilat- change during the G-20 conference.
can only be found if we accommodatral institutions but push nationalism inFhe climate debate in the meeting dis-
each othés views,” she said, “we carstead. played how hard itis to isolate the wosldOn trade, there was more effort to find
also saywe differ.” “We need better coordination, more caehest, most powerful country compromise, with previous G-20 positions
Ms. Merkel also pointed out that mosirdination,” Mt Macron said. “W& need for free trade and against protectionism
of the countries supported the Parilsose organizations that were created diteAmericans did try to persuade someatered down to secufenerican sup-
accord on climate change, while . Mof the SecontVorld War. Otherwise, we countries, lik&urkey and Poland, whichport. The communiqueé cited, for the first
Trump has abandoned it. “It will bevill be moving back toward narrow-Mr. Trump visited just before going tdime, the right of countries to protect their
very interesting to see how we fominded nationalism.” Hambug, to move toward themerican markets with “legitimate trade defense
mulate the communiqué tomorrow and position on climate, but they were raastruments” — wording that essentially
make clear that, of course, there akér. Trump and the British vote to leaveuffed. Turkey’s president, Recd@ayyip gives Mt Trump room to pursue his
different opinions in this area becauske European Union “have proved to lerdogan, said later that his country migtAmerica first” policy on issues like steel
the United $ates oAmerica regret- great unifiers for the European Union still be in playdepending on monegfhe imports, wher&Vashington is talking about
tably” wants to withdraw from thesaid Mark Leonard, the director of thAmerican withdrawal, he said, jeopardize@strictions based on “national secutity
pact, she said. European Council on Foreign Relationsompensation for developing countries to
Mr. Trump seemed to relish his isoléThere is a renewed sense of confidencepe with compliance. The group agreed to accelerate work on
tion. For him, the critical moment ofn Europe after the French election,” theustralia and Saudirabia, which Mr a global review of steel production and
Friday was his long meeting with thepparent retreat of populism, an increaseump has wooed, were also leaning tsales, though any sanctions must meet the
Russian presideng]adimir V. Putin, in economic growth and the prospect efard adopting part of themerican posi- standards of thé/orld Trade Oganiza-
which seemed to mark the reset Ms. Merkel’s re-election in Septembettion in the final communiqué, especiallion.
relations that MrTrump has beenhe said. on “working closely with other countries
desiring for some time. It also provided to help them access and use fossil fuéhsa general waysuch open disagree-
Mr. Putin the respect and importanc@here is an increased willingness to braore cleanly and &tiently,” European ments can undermine future coherence
he has long demanded as a global patsertive towardrump, who makesofficials said. in times of crisis, Eswar Prasad, a pro-
ner towashington. Merkel look like a figure of international fessor of economics and trade at Cornell
Where previousAmerican leadersimportance,” Mr Leonard said. “If the One negotiator familiar with the talks saidniversity wrote in an email.
saw their power as a benevolent foragection is about who can save the inteeme countries had expressed interest in
and were intent on spreading prosperityational world order fronTrump,” he supporting thaAmerican language. Sa=Trump has put the rest of the G-20in a
through open markets and multilateradlded, then Ms. Merkeal’opposition rah Ladislawthe director of the engy largely defensive mode,” he said, as they
cooperation, MiTrump has portrayedseems unimportant and she finds an @ad security program at the Center faw to limit the damage on issues like glo-
himself as a nationalist, a unilateraligier partner in MrMacron. “They egg Strategic and International Studies ipalization, multilateralism and climate. But
and a protectionist, eager to sawach other on and feel more self-confi¥ashington, noted that a number of fos&it comes at a cost of eroding U.S. lead-
American jobs. dent together and help keep Europe forel countries that want to continue tership,” he said. “If even in calm times
gethertoo.” export more efficient coal and gas teckuch rifts are exposed, it could make it
The Europeans have stopped trying to nologies might be relieved to see thmore complicated for the group to work
paper over their differences witBanTechau, the director of the Richardhange in tune together in more complicated circum-
PresidentTrump and the UnitedHolbrooke Forum at theemericarAcad- The Group of 20 summit meeting tooktances.”
States. emy in Berlin, said: “There is now a morplace in the German city of Hamburg.
Traditionally respectful ohmerican openly confrontational language with the Yet politics also matteThe Europeans
leadership and mindful of the countryUnited States. The European public is dFhere is likely a lot of pent-up sentimerdre determined to punish Mirump for
crucial role in European defense amdady outspoken abotitump, but now that knows i probably not the polite thingabandoning the Paris accord as a matter
global trade, European leaders ndhere is a more outspoken European leénlsaybut they're really pleased the U.Sf “diplomatic dignity” said Paul Bledsoe,

mally repress or soften their criticisnership that won'’t paper over these divis saying it,” Ms. Ladislaw said. who was an aide to President Bill Clinton
of United States presidents. Europsions anymore.” on climate change.
ans were generally not happy with Prime Minister Theresa May of Britain

President Barack Obarsakeluctance If Europeans had previously felt coralso tried to balance Mfrump’s deep “Because European leaders pleaded with
to involve the country in Libya andstrained, MrTechau said, there is now anpopularity in Britain with her need foifrump to stay and he rebuked them so
Syria, for example, or his tardiness feeling that “Tump has no constraints andmerican support for the countsgxit directly,” Mr. Bledsoe said, “I think
engage in what became an internaill say anything, and now the Europearfiiom the European Union and for futurthey’re determined to show the adminis-
tional confrontation with Russia irfeel they can do the sam@fid, he said, trade deals. She was criticized for ntration theres going to be a price to pay
Ukraine, but their criticism was‘that means less respect for each gtheraking the climate issue one of her foewen if it's not entirely in Europs’own
quietBut here at the Group of 20 sunand less mutual confidence.”Frangomiorities here, and found comfort in Miinterest.”
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Donald Trump puts US in a club of one

The lonely US role at the G2Qust how much he has reshapg
summit, a forum of the world'sAmerica's role in the worldj
most powerful economies thasince taking office six month {4
Washington once dominatecago. )
is exactly consistent with what X
Trump sees as his mandate féihe President appeared i
a nationalistic, "America first" creasingly at ease on the inte
foreign policy national stage, mixing with for-
eign leaders, holding aflurry o
AsTrump boardedir Force pilateral meetings and sitting
One in Germany for the longhrough long summit sessions:
flight across thétlantic, some even if his daughter Ivanke
G20 leaders were left to recaused a stir by briefly sitting ir
flect that their fears that heyjm for him in one meeting Sat -
would be a disruptive force onyrday
the world stage havesome of the other countries at
unarguably come true. the summit rebuked the US forle asked a lot of questionwork? How do we live with of European leaders who have
_ Trump's decision to pull out oPN this matterd answered asone another? How do weermitted Muslimimmigration
By now most US allies hady,g paris climate accorttump Many as | could answgr work with one another?" hawvhich critics say threatens
expected to be settling into thgiy howeverwin a concessionPutin told reporters Saturdaysaid. Western values.
Hillary Clinton era, forging jn the final summit communiqué | think he took it into consid- Trump did go some way to liv-'Do we have the desire and the
progress based on a shargd ihe need to promote what He¥ation and agreed with it. Buing up to his claims to being @ourage to preserve our civili-
vision ofWestern civilization, ~5is "fair" trade. That finalyou should ask him what hisnaster deal-maker — presidzation in the face of those who
pursuing familiar multilateral o reement pledged to fight pra@pinion is on that.” ing, along with Russia and Jowould subvert and destroy it?"
approaches to saving th?ectionism, but did "recognizeA senioffrump administrationdan, over a renewal of &e said in a remark that may
planetand to globalization. e rgje of legitimate trade deofficial told CNN on Friday ceasefire deal in southwestetmave been aimed at Merkel her-
. fenseinstruments.” howeverthatTrump did not Syria. The deal could lead tself, who let hundreds of thou-
Instead, they are learning tq, '\ 4 language appearé@gcept Putin's claim of noninmore US-Russia cooperatiosands of refugees into Germany

live with a sometimes capri; /- attempt to ketyash- terference. in the looming post-1SIS future- a move harshly criticized by

cious American PreS|d_entingt0n in the big G20 tent inThe meeting will be inter-in the shattered nation, but criffrump during his campaign.
E;eor\lvtr? r::t(ijoifglli:t?nhggzt\lf\r/]h éerms of trade pOliCYeven pr'e.ted by many ofrump's .ics.WiII see it aSNashjngton ag—WhiIeTrgmp's remarks (':oulld be
_ ’ hough leaders recognize thefditics as a sign that Russiguiescing in Russia's geopolitipopular in Poland and its right-
goes againstthe consensus of "' - o~ yiees o0 o of apwill pay no real price for ancal influence inthe region.  wing government, they might
centrist, multilateral interna- | "+ bracident won thlleged attempt to help defeatvhat defines thevest? have set him on a collision
“O”"?" politics, and whq ' "%\ hite House partly by arguing?e€mocratic presidential cank is also clear that there areourse with other allied leaders
afraid to pull at the divisions,, . large multilateral trade deaidate Hillary Clinton. sharp differences emerging owho view his actions and rheto-
(LeJ);:iSot:lng within the Europear) - " -0 e d thamerican But in geopolitical terms, itwhat exactly theVest, the ric as a far greater threat to

conomyand he also has cagtas also significaritrump ef- block of liberal, democratic,Western values than immigra-

The United States’ step bac%oubt on the existence of glofectively welcomed Putin baclglobalized nations, that havéon.
has left other nations, espeb-

: al warming and said the Par#® the international stage as atominated global politics sincéutreach to the UK
cially Germany under veterar] . -\ ol US jobs.  equal, validating the Russialorld War Il, should stand for There is also frustration in Ger-
ChancelloAngela Merkel, to \\ 1 cod the word "deploreteader's core goal of reestarump's speech Warsaw on many and in Europe more gen-
t_ake up the banner of .trad't'o describe her reaction to thshing Russia’s lost influenceThursday -- already one of therally, at the President's re-
tionalWestern leadership - @, o w42 voat from the Parislust last month, the US anseminal moments of his prespeated criticisms of the trade
stunning scenario given, . - mp's predecessoFuropean Union respectivelglency - set outa strikingly difimbalance betwediashington

Washington's decades—longarack Obama played a promfightened and extended sanerent world view than his preand Berlin, a sentiment that has

Putinand Trump "In Agreement”

role as the most prominennent role in negotiating. Thdions on Russia over its allegedecessors. come through in Merkel's rheto-
playeringlobal diplomacy  ~_ - oo der pointedly notetcursion in Ukraine. Euro-, ric as she campaigns for a fourth

No press conference hat the other 19 of the group®ean leaders hope the meetL€ fundamental question ofe i office ahead of

ﬁgf;ﬁ igg;i:ﬂﬁﬁ s ;Inee-e >0 nation's agreed the climatiélg betweefTrump and Putin 0“; ?k:g(\e/vliﬁ X;Zﬁf\r;i(\e/remr?t September's election.

; O change agreement was "irréloes not mean a weakeninigps ! "TUTB . while Trump was isolated from
clinedtogive atraditionalendy | " . of the US position on the>ad- "Do we have enough res, ot ofamerica’s allies at the
of-summit press conference, Ukraine guestion, more thafPECt for our Citizens to progog, he smartly offered a valu-

leaving it to leaders likeRyssia rises again three years after Russia§Ctour borders?” able political gift to one leader
Merkel, Russian Presidenthe most significant moment ofakeover of Crimea. lvankaTrump helps roll out e akened British Prime Minis-

VIad_imir Putin and FrenchTrymp's trip was his more thasecretary of State Re)y_vo_men's entrepreneurship inksr Theresa May

President Emmanuel Macrogyo-hour meeting with Putin, inTillerson explained that the refiative _ The President said that he ex-
to give their take on developwhich he raised the issue of alationship between the world'd "0S€ words, coming from &ected a trade deal that would
ments with no push-back fromeged Russian election meddiingwo top nuclear powers wa&'residentwho has tried to imp|ter Britain after its exit from
the US side. But there were conflicting actoo important to let the esP0S€ @ ban on travel by resjne £ could be agreed to "very
Butitdidn't need arare preSicountS from each side oveﬁ-angement between MOSCO\QentS of six predominantlx/ery CIUiCklyu

dential press conference t@hether the President had aendWashington linger anyMuslim nations to the US, andrye move stored up a favor
make clear that the PreSiden%%pted Putin's insistence that h@"lger halted refugee admittance%hould he need May to return |t,
second trip abroad showegiad done nothingwrong.  "How do we start making this2PPeared to be a clear critiqug the months to come.
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Russia: The ‘cloud’ overthe Trump White House

legations. then-president-elect, making hirRussian ambassador and foreign
At odds with the intelligence liable to blackmail. minister in the Oval Office.
In Octoberthe US intelligence Among the various memos in thele told them firing Mr Comey
community released a unanimowgossier was an allegation that Mrad eased "great pressure”, the
statement formally accusing Rusfrump had been recorded biewYork Times reported.
sia of being behind the hackinfRussian security services corHe also reportedly shared with
of the Democratic Nationalsorting with prostitutes at a Mosthem highly-sensitive “codeword"
Committee (DNC). cow hotel. material relating to terrorism and
Mr Trump continued to gue Mr Trump dismissed the claimsirline safety sending more
against the finding, claiming in as fake news. shockwaves througivashington.
presidential debate that it "could€NN revealed that PresidenRobert Mueller was appointed
be Russia, but it could also b®bama and President-eledpecial counsel a week later
China, it could also be lots of othéfrump had been briefed on th€omey testimony
people. It also could be somebodsxistence of the dossier by inteln his much anticipated testimony
sitting on their bed that weighdigence officials, and Buzzfeedbefore a Senate panel, Mr
400 pounds". went one furthepublishing the Comey said that MFrump had

' The same day that the intellientire thing. asked him to pledge his loyalty
Throughout the confusion oback to Russian hackers. gence agencies released thdihe document went off like aconfirming previous media re-
Donald Trump's campaignin July, on the eve of the Demofindings, the explosive "Acces$iand grenade tossed into the gleorts about a January meeting
and the chaotic events of hisratic National Convention,Hollywood" recording emergedeady febrile political scene anthetween the pair
early days in the WhiteWikileaks published 20,000 interof Mr Trump's obscene remarkgenerated a backlash againdtneed loyaltyl expect loyalty
House, one controversy hasal emails stolen by the hackerabout women in 200%\n hour Buzzfeed for publishing whatMr Trump said, according to Mr
clung to thelrump team like US intelligence officials said theytater, Wikileaks began dumpingwere essentially unverifiedComey's testimony
glue: believed with "high confidence'thousands more leaked Clintoolaims. Mr Comey said: "l didn't move,
It is alleged that Russiarthat Russia was behind the ogmails. The evidence against Flynn... speak, or change my facial ex-
hackers stole informationeration, but th&rump campaign Mr Trump continued to refuse tdn Februarythe most concretepression in any way during the
linked to the campaign of higoublicly refused to accept thecknowledge the consensus thabd damaging Russia scandal fawkward silence that followed.
rival Hillary Clinton and findings. Russia was behind the hack. nally surfaced, months after susAe simply looked at each other
passed it thWikileaks so it Instead, at a press conferencéalways knew Putin was smartpicions were raised among inteln silence."
could be released to undeiMr Trump caused outrage by inth Decemberthe FBI and De-ligence officialsUS media re- Mr Comey also said MFrump
mine her viting Russian hackers to targgiartment of Homeland Securitported that Mr Flynn had dishad asked him to drop the inves-
Congressional committeesdillary Clinton's controversial published a report of the US ineussed the potential lifting of Mrtigation into Mr Flynn. "[Tump]
were set up to investigate thpersonal email servesaying: telligence findings linking RussidObama's Russia sanctions witkaid: 'l hope you can see your
matter and, in March, then“Russia, if you're listening, | hopeo the hack. the Russian ambassagdBegei way clear to letting this go, to let-
FBI director James Comeyou're able to find the 30,000n response, President Baradkislyak, before MiTrump took ting Flynn go. He is a good guy
confirmed the bureau had itemails that are missing". Obama expelled 35 Russian diphe reins of government. hope you can let this go." | re-
own inquiry The first casualty lomats and levied new sanctionisis illegal for private citizens toplied only that 'he is a good glly
PresidenTrump sacked Mr About the same time the haclen Russia. The world awaited Mconduct US diplomacy But Mr Comey did confirm the
Comey on 9 Mayciting his ing scandal was beginning to urPutin's response but he chose rde resigned as MFrump's na- president's account that he had
reason as "this Russia thingfpld, Mr Trump's then campaigrto retaliate. MiTrump, by then tional security adviser after 23old Mr Trump the FBI was not
in a move that shockednanager Paul Manafort, wasthe president-elect, sided with théays on the job, saying he had "imvestigating him personally
Washington and fuelledaccused of accepting millions oRussian president, tweetingadvertently briefed the vice-presiHe said he had kept written
claims of a cover up. dollars in cash for representingGreat move on delay (by. dent-electand others withinconmemos on his meetings and
However it did not halt the Russian interests in Ukraine anBlutin) - | always knew he wagplete information regarding myphone calls with the president,
investigation. On 18 Mayhe US, including dealings with arvery smart!" phone calls with the Russiafearing MrTrump might lie.
department of justice apoligarch with close ties to RusMr Putin's decision not to reambassador" late lastyear ~ Mr Trump's response?
pointed ex-FBI director Rob-sian President Vladimir Putin. spond in kind struck many as Mr Flynn, who had appearedHe denied asking for Mr
ert Mueller as special counWhile Mr Manafort was runningcanny PR move, but reportedlyegularly on Russian propagandaomey's loyalty although he
sel to look into the matter the campaign, the Republicagset off suspicions among US inchannel R, once attended din-added: "l don't think it would be
Mr Mueller has not given anyParty changed the language in itslligence officials that Russianer with Mr Putin in Moscow a bad question to ask."
details of his investigation bumanifesto regarding the conflictvas confident the sanctionSince leaving the White HouseThe White House also denied
US media have reported hi Ukraine, removing anti-Ruswould not last. the Pentagon has launched dmat MrTrump had asked for the
is investigating Mifrump for sian sentiment, allegedly at th€he same month, Mfrump investigation into whether herlynninquiry to be dropped.
possible obstruction of justicepehest of twd@rump campaign picked ReXillerson as his nomi-failed to disclose payments frolMr Trump has also questioned
both in the firing of Mr representatives. nee for secretary of state, argirussian andurkish lobbyists the neutrality of Robert Mueller
Comey and whether MrMr Manafort, who quit as Mrably the mostimportant job in théhat he was given for speechesaying the special counsel's
Trump tried to end an inquiryTrump'’s campaign chairman lagtabinet. The biggest hurdle foand consulting work. friendship with Mr Comey is
into sacked national securityAugust, is being investigated byr Tillerson's confirmation?FBI investigation confirmed... "bothersome".
adviser Michael Flynn. the FBI and also reportedly byClose ties to Mr Putin. and Comey fired Donald Trump Jr
Mr Flynn resigned in Febru-NewYork officials. As CEO of the ExxonMobil oil Two months into th&rump presi- On 9 July came news of what
ary after failing to reveal theLike Mr Flynn, Mr Manafort, a companyMr Tillerson cultivated dency Mr Comey confirmed atwas thought to be the first con-
extent of his contacts withpolitical operative with more thara close personal relationship with rare open hearing of the Housgmed private meeting between
Sergei Kislyak, the Russia0 years' experience, was sufhe Russian leaddeading many Intelligence Committee that the Russian national and members
ambassador M/ashington. posed to marshal some of th® speculate on whether he wagency was investigating allegedf Presidentrump's inner circle.
PresidenTrump has repeat-chaos and controversy around Mit to serve asAmerica's most Russian interference in the 2016he president's son, Donald
edly denied any collusion withTrump, but ended up falling preysenior foreign diplomat. election. Trump Jradmitted meeting Rus-
Russia, calling the allegation$o it. Mr Tillerson was sworn in as sedt is an "ongoing" investigationsian lawyer Nataligleselnitskaya
a "witch hunt". Subsequent)yurther allegationsretary of state on 2 February that began in July 2016, he saicn 9 June 2016 after being told
Early warning signs have been made in Ukraine abotlihe '‘compromising claims' But on 9 May Mr Comey was that she had damaging material
It was back in May 2016 thasecret funds said to have beetossier fired. on Hillary Clinton.
the first reports emerged opaid to Mr Manafort, and it hadn JanuaryBuzzfeed published arhe White House initially said itBut he insisted the lawyer had
hackers targeting the Demaalso been claimed that he se&ossier compiled by Christophewas over his handling of the inprovided "no meaningful informa-
cratic Party Over the nextcretly worked for a Russian bil-Steele, a former British intelli-quiry into Hillary Clinton's emails.tion" in a meeting that also in-
two months, the reports sugionaire to assist President Putingence official and Russia experBut Mr Trump later said "thiscluded the president's son-in-law
gested US intelligence agerpolitical ends. which alleged that Moscow hadRussia thing" was a factor ~ Jared Kushneand Mr Manafort.
cies had traced the breach&8r Manafort has denied both aleompromising material on thedn 10 May Mr Trump met the
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TRUMP'S PROPOSED BUDGETCUTSTHREATEN CIVIL RIGHTS
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Decades of vigilant struggles, sacrifices and civil rights legislation enacted in the &8G@isn, including the Presidesmproposed budget and statements of Cabine ar
won federal promises to ensure that discrimination is illegal and would not be tolesateaiAdministration oficials, that the protection and fulfillment of civil rights of all

Unfettered access to housing, voting rights, fair credit, public accommodationseaadns will not be appropriately prioritized,” continued the Commission stat
more were marked and celebrated as hard-fought victories forBtamkcans and ment. “These proposed cuts are particularly troubling in light of Education Sec
other people of colon later years, additional protections were added as amendrtaytBetsy Deds’repeated refusal in Congressional testimony and other pub
to safeguard the rights of the eldedigabled, and the LGBIommunity statements to commit that the Department would enforce federal civil rights law

Now in 2017, a growing number of interests are openly questioning whethentige Other agencies that will also be reviewed by the Commission include: Environm
Administration intends to uphold these laws. More specifieafigries of federal agertal Protectioigency (ER), Health and Human Services (HHS), Housing anc
cies with offices dedicated to civil rights are at risk. Through budget cuts anddtadin Development (HUD), Justice, Lajmmd the Legal Services Corporation.
reductions, these agencies will either outright deny or severely limit the ability to chal-
lenge discrimination that continues today More criticism of the Education Department under SecretarpBakfived on
June 27 when 34 U.S. Senators representing 22 states sent their own det
Case in point: the Department of Educasataling back of civil rights enforcemenietter of concernlfwo of the three Black U.S. Senators now serving in the Sene
ProposedrumpAdministration departmental budget cuts will result in the loss ofiege signatories: CaliforneKamala Harris and New Jerse¢ory Booker
equivalent of 46, full-time positions. For remaining staff, caseload levels will rise.
“Y ou claim to support civil rights and oppose discrimination, but your actions be
Commenting on the severity of cuts, Laura Dunn, the executive director of SurvJysticegssurances,” wrote the Senators.
a DC-based nonprofit that supports legal justice recently told Inside Higher Ed, “They
know that they can’t complete these investigations with such a lean budget and imasknators’ letter continued: “Closing cases quickly at the expense of the qui
equate staffing.” of the investigation is not in the long-term interests of the complainants and impe
students, teachers, and families in receiving just resolutions. Rather than abanc
On June 8, Candice Jackson,Aleing Assistant Secretary for thefiae of Civil systematic approach, we stronglgeiyou to support increased funding for OCR’
Rights (OCR) issued an internal Education memo directing all 12 regional Offibadget to allow the office to hire additional personnel to swiftly resolve complaint:
Civil Rights (OCR) staff of immediately begin new practices. Per Jackson, the Educa-
tion Department goal is to swiftly address compliance issues, reach reasonableResaarch by the Center for Responsible Lending (CRL) has found that studen
tion agreements and encourage voluntary settlements wherever possible. Staifol@rare often targeted by high-cost private career and training institutes that
bers, who handle investigations, were advised to clear case backlogs and resolvertm@high incomes for 21st Century jobs. Howaheroutcomes promised and
plaints in a “reasonable time frame.” the experiences of these students do not match. Only 27 percent of all for-pr
students in four-year programs graduate within six years.
Educations OCR is chayed to prevent, identifgnd and remedy discrimination against
students. OCR investigates education complaints involving admissions, recruitm&tiidents who do not graduate almost always wind up with deep student debt
nancial aid, academic programs, student treatment and services, vocational edimatmaying jobs. When their loan repayments become too costly to maintain, Ic
housing, employment and more. Complaints may be filed by an affected consudedaalts result that mar their credit profiles.
on behalf of another person or group.
“If the Education Department was serious about addressing civil rights enfor
Under the Obamadministration, additional OCR sfafg in the Education Departiment,” noted Robin Howarth, a CREnior researcheéthey would be continuing
ment was added to better meet the goal of closing cases within 180 days. Infso@leamadministrations emphasis on adequate ftaf of this complex and
instances, clearing case backlogs took years, instead of days, to thoroughly invéistigatensuming function. Instead, they opt for gutting the standards of investigat
and resolve complaints. in favor of quick resolution of cases.”

On June 16, the nonpartisan U.S. Commission on Civil Rights weighed in on prodoseatth is right. Closing complaint cases quickly is not the same thing as justis

cuts and issued a lengthy statement detailing a new 