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HAMBURG, Germany — For years
the United States was the dominant
force and set the agenda at the an-
nual gathering of the leaders of the
world’s largest economies.

But on Friday, when President Trump
met with other leaders at the Group
of 20 conference, he found the United
States isolated on everything from
trade to climate change, and faced with
the prospect of the group’s issuing a
statement on Saturday that lays bare
how the United States stands alone.

Chancellor Angela Merkel of Ger-
many, the host of the meeting, opened
it by acknowledging the differences
between the United States and the rest
of the countries. While “compromise
can only be found if we accommodate
each other’s views,” she said, “we can
also say, we differ.”
Ms. Merkel also pointed out that most
of the countries supported the Paris
accord on climate change, while Mr.
Trump has abandoned it. “It will be
very interesting to see how we for-
mulate the communiqué tomorrow and
make clear that, of course, there are
different opinions in this area because
the United States of America regret-
tably” wants to withdraw from the
pact, she said.
Mr. Trump seemed to relish his isola-
tion. For him, the critical moment of
Friday was his long meeting with the
Russian president, Vladimir V. Putin,
which seemed to mark the reset in
relations that Mr. Trump has been
desiring for some time. It also provided
Mr. Putin the respect and importance
he has long demanded as a global part-
ner to Washington.
Where previous American leaders
saw their power as a benevolent force,
and were intent on spreading prosperity
through open markets and multilateral
cooperation, Mr. Trump has portrayed
himself as a nationalist, a unilateralist
and a protectionist, eager to save
American jobs.

The Europeans have stopped trying to
paper over their differences with
President Trump and the United
States.
Traditionally respectful of American
leadership and mindful of the country’s
crucial role in European defense and
global trade, European leaders nor-
mally repress or soften their criticism
of United States presidents. Europe-
ans were generally not happy with
President Barack Obama’s reluctance
to involve the country in Libya and
Syria, for example, or his tardiness to
engage in what became an interna-
tional confrontation with Russia in
Ukraine, but their criticism was
quiet.But here at the Group of 20 sum-

mit meeting, public splits with Mr. Trump
were the order of the day. Those rifts have
been reflected in European domestic poli-
tics, too, from Britain and France to Ger-
many, where Chancellor Angela Merkel
has said that Europe must “take our fate
into our own hands” and stop “glossing
over” clear differences.
The new French president, Emmanuel
Macron, whose election has renewed
confidence among Europeans, said bluntly:
“Our world has never been so divided.
Centrifugal forces have never been so
powerful. Our common goods have never
been so threatened.”

Mr. Macron, who waved his iPhone
around during the meeting as a symbol of
global trade, sharply criticized those like
Mr. Trump who do not support multilat-
eral institutions but push nationalism in-
stead.
“We need better coordination, more co-
ordination,” Mr. Macron said. “We need
those organizations that were created out
of the Second World War. Otherwise, we
will be moving back toward narrow-
minded nationalism.”

Mr. Trump and the British vote to leave
the European Union “have proved to be
great unifiers for the European Union,”
said Mark Leonard, the director of the
European Council on Foreign Relations.
“There is a renewed sense of confidence
in Europe after the French election,” the
apparent retreat of populism, an increase
in economic growth and the prospect of
Ms. Merkel’s re-election in September,
he said.

“There is an increased willingness to be
assertive toward Trump, who makes
Merkel look like a figure of international
importance,” Mr. Leonard said. “If the
election is about who can save the inter-
national world order from Trump,” he
added, then Ms. Merkel’s opposition
seems unimportant and she finds an ea-
ger partner in Mr. Macron. “They egg
each other on and feel more self-confi-
dent together and help keep Europe to-
gether, too.”

Jan Techau, the director of the Richard
Holbrooke Forum at the American Acad-
emy in Berlin, said: “There is now a more
openly confrontational language with the
United States. The European public is al-
ready outspoken about Trump, but now
there is a more outspoken European lead-
ership that won’t paper over these divi-
sions anymore.”

If Europeans had previously felt con-
strained, Mr. Techau said, there is now a
feeling that “Trump has no constraints and
will say anything, and now the Europeans
feel they can do the same.” And, he said,
“that means less respect for each other,
and less mutual confidence.”François

Heisbourg, a French security analyst,
agreed. “The reticence has gone away,”
he said. “On an issue-by-issue basis, there
is apparently no penalty for playing
hardball with Trump without necessarily
affecting security, on climate for ex-
ample.”

The strains were most visible here on cli-
mate policy and trade. Mr. Trump’s with-
drawal from the Paris accord was widely
condemned, and all the leaders aside from
Mr. Trump signed up to language that
called the agreement “irreversible.”

“Whatever leadership is,” said one senior
French diplomat, who was not authorized
to speak by name and insisted on ano-
nymity, “it is not being outvoted, 19 to 1.”

The climate debate in the meeting dis-
played how hard it is to isolate the world’s
richest, most powerful country.

The Americans did try to persuade some
countries, like Turkey and Poland, which
Mr. Trump visited just before going to
Hamburg, to move toward the American
position on climate, but they were re-
buffed. Turkey’s president, Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, said later that his country might
still be in play, depending on money. The
American withdrawal, he said, jeopardized
compensation for developing countries to
cope with compliance.
Australia and Saudi Arabia, which Mr.
Trump has wooed, were also leaning to-
ward adopting part of the American posi-
tion in the final communiqué, especially
on “working closely with other countries
to help them access and use fossil fuels
more cleanly and efficiently,” European
officials said.

One negotiator familiar with the talks said
some countries had expressed interest in
supporting that American language. Sa-
rah Ladislaw, the director of the energy
and security program at the Center for
Strategic and International Studies in
Washington, noted that a number of fossil
fuel countries that want to continue to
export more efficient coal and gas tech-
nologies might be relieved to see the
change in tune
The Group of 20 summit meeting took
place in the German city of Hamburg.

“There is likely a lot of pent-up sentiment
that knows it’s probably not the polite thing
to say, but they’re really pleased the U.S.
is saying it,” Ms. Ladislaw said.

Prime Minister Theresa May of Britain
also tried to balance Mr. Trump’s deep
unpopularity in Britain with her need for
American support for the country’s exit
from the European Union and for future
trade deals. She was criticized for not
making the climate issue one of her four
priorities here, and found comfort in Mr.

Trump’s promise of a “very powerful”
trade deal for a post-“Brexit” Britain that
could be completed “very, very quickly.”

Mrs. May even expressed the hope that
Mr. Trump might change his mind on the
Paris accord, though Ms. Merkel did not
agree. And in the end, all wavering mem-
bers sided with the 19, not the one.

The White House saw progress nonethe-
less. “The vast majority of the G-20 sup-
ports the president’s vision for universal
access to affordable and reliable energy,
including finding ways to burn fossil fuels
more cleanly and efficiently,” said George
David Banks, a special assistant to the
president on international energy and en-
vironment and lead negotiator for climate
change during the G-20 conference.

On trade, there was more effort to find
compromise, with previous G-20 positions
for free trade and against protectionism
watered down to secure American sup-
port. The communiqué cited, for the first
time, the right of countries to protect their
markets with “legitimate trade defense
instruments” — wording that essentially
gives Mr. Trump room to pursue his
“America first” policy on issues like steel
imports, where Washington is talking about
restrictions based on “national security.”

The group agreed to accelerate work on
a global review of steel production and
sales, though any sanctions must meet the
standards of the World Trade Organiza-
tion.

In a general way, such open disagree-
ments can undermine future coherence
in times of crisis, Eswar Prasad, a pro-
fessor of economics and trade at Cornell
University, wrote in an email.

“Trump has put the rest of the G-20 in a
largely defensive mode,” he said, as they
try to limit the damage on issues like glo-
balization, multilateralism and climate. But
“it comes at a cost of eroding U.S. lead-
ership,” he said. “If even in calm times
such rifts are exposed, it could make it
more complicated for the group to work
together in more complicated circum-
stances.”

Yet politics also matter. The Europeans
are determined to punish Mr. Trump for
abandoning the Paris accord as a matter
of “diplomatic dignity,” said Paul Bledsoe,
who was an aide to President Bill Clinton
on climate change.

“Because European leaders pleaded with
Trump to stay and he rebuked them so
directly,” Mr. Bledsoe said, “I think
they’re determined to show the adminis-
tration there’s going to be a price to pay,
even if it’s not entirely in Europe’s own
interest.”

Feeling That Trump Will ‘Say Anything,’
Europe Is Less Restrained, Too
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The lonely US role at the G20
summit, a forum of the world's
most powerful economies that
Washington once dominated,
is exactly consistent with what
Trump sees as his mandate for
a nationalistic, "America first"
foreign policy.

As Trump boarded Air Force
One in Germany for the long
flight across the Atlantic, some
G20 leaders were left to re-
flect that their fears that he
would be a disruptive force on
the world stage have
unarguably come true.

By now, most US allies had
expected to be settling into the
Hillary Clinton era, forging
progress based on a shared
vision of Western civilization,
pursuing familiar multilateral
approaches to saving the
planet and to globalization.

Instead, they are learning to
live with a sometimes capri-
cious American President
keen to redefine the West in
his own nationalist image, who
goes against the consensus of
centrist, multilateral interna-
tional politics, and who is not
afraid to pull at the divisions
existing within the European
Union.
The United States' step back
has left other nations, espe-
cially Germany under veteran
Chancellor Angela Merkel, to
take up the banner of tradi-
tional Western leadership -- a
stunning scenario given
Washington's decades-long
role as the most prominent
player in global diplomacy.
No press conference
At the end of Saturday's meet-
ing in Hamburg, Trump de-
clined to give a traditional end-
of-summit press conference,
leaving it to leaders like
Merkel, Russian President
Vladimir Putin and French
President Emmanuel Macron
to give their take on develop-
ments with no push-back from
the US side.
But it didn't need a rare presi-
dential press conference to
make clear that the President's
second trip abroad showed

Donald Trump puts US in a club of one
just how much he has reshaped
America's role in the world
since taking office six months
ago.

The President appeared in-
creasingly at ease on the inter-
national stage, mixing with for-
eign leaders, holding a flurry of
bilateral meetings and sitting
through long summit sessions --
even if his daughter Ivanka
caused a stir by briefly sitting in
him for him in one meeting Sat-
urday.
Some of the other countries at
the summit rebuked the US for
Trump's decision to pull out of
the Paris climate accord. Trump
did, however, win a concession
in the final summit communique
on the need to promote what he
calls "fair" trade. That final
agreement pledged to fight pro-
tectionism, but did "recognize
the role of legitimate trade de-
fense instruments."
The broad language appeared
to be an attempt to keep Wash-
ington in the big G20 tent in
terms of trade policy, even
though leaders recognize there
are broad differences of ap-
proach. The President won the
White House partly by arguing
that large multilateral trade deals
had shattered the American
economy, and he also has cast
doubt on the existence of glo-
bal warming and said the Paris
accord would kill US jobs.
Merkel used the word "deplore"
to describe her reaction to the
US withdrawal from the Paris
pact that Trump's predecessor
Barack Obama played a promi-
nent role in negotiating. The
German leader pointedly noted
that the other 19 of the group's
20 nation's agreed the climate
change agreement was "irre-
versible."

Russia rises again
The most significant moment of
Trump's trip was his more than
two-hour meeting with Putin, in
which he raised the issue of al-
leged Russian election meddling.
But there were conflicting ac-
counts from each side over
whether the President had ac-
cepted Putin's insistence that he
had done nothing wrong.

He asked a lot of questions
on this matter, I answered as
many as I could answer,"
Putin told reporters Saturday.
"I think he took it into consid-
eration and agreed with it. But
you should ask him what his
opinion is on that."
A senior Trump administration
official told CNN on Friday,
however, that Trump did not
accept Putin's claim of nonin-
terference.
The meeting will be inter-
preted by many of Trump's
critics as a sign that Russia
will pay no real price for an
alleged attempt to help defeat
Democratic presidential can-
didate Hillary Clinton.
But in geopolitical terms, it
was also significant. Trump ef-
fectively welcomed Putin back
to the international stage as an
equal, validating the Russian
leader's core goal of reestab-
lishing Russia's lost influence.
Just last month, the US and
European Union respectively
tightened and extended sanc-
tions on Russia over its alleged
incursion in Ukraine. Euro-
pean leaders hope the meet-
ing between Trump and Putin
does not mean a weakening
of the US position on the
Ukraine question, more than
three years after Russia's
takeover of Crimea.
Secretary of State Rex
Tillerson explained that the re-
lationship between the world's
two top nuclear powers was
too important to let the es-
trangement between Moscow
and Washington linger any
longer.
"How do we start making this

work? How do we live with
one another? How do we
work with one another?" he
said.
Trump did go some way to liv-
ing up to his claims to being a
master deal-maker — presid-
ing, along with Russia and Jor-
dan, over a renewal of a
ceasefire deal in southwestern
Syria. The deal could lead to
more US-Russia cooperation
in the looming post-ISIS future
in the shattered nation, but crit-
ics will see it as Washington ac-
quiescing in Russia's geopoliti-
cal influence in the region.
What defines the West?
It is also clear that there are
sharp differences emerging on
what exactly the West, the
block of liberal, democratic,
globalized nations, that have
dominated global politics since
World War II, should stand for.
Trump's speech in Warsaw on
Thursday -- already one of the
seminal moments of his presi-
dency -- set out a strikingly dif-
ferent world view than his pre-
decessors.

"The fundamental question of
our time is whether the West
has the will to survive," Trump
said. "Do we have enough re-
spect for our citizens to pro-
tect our borders?"
Ivanka Trump helps roll out
women's entrepreneurship ini-
tiative
Those words, coming from a
President who has tried to im-
pose a ban on travel by resi-
dents of six predominantly
Muslim nations to the US, and
halted refugee admittances,
appeared to be a clear critique

of European leaders who have
permitted Muslim immigration
which critics say threatens
Western values.
"Do we have the desire and the
courage to preserve our civili-
zation in the face of those who
would subvert and destroy it?"
he said in a remark that may
have been aimed at Merkel her-
self, who let hundreds of thou-
sands of refugees into Germany
-- a move harshly criticized by
Trump during his campaign.
While Trump's remarks could be
popular in Poland and its right-
wing government, they might
have set him on a collision
course with other allied leaders
who view his actions and rheto-
ric as a far greater threat to
Western values than immigra-
tion.
Outreach to the UK
There is also frustration in Ger-
many, and in Europe more gen-
erally, at the President's re-
peated criticisms of the trade
imbalance between Washington
and Berlin, a sentiment that has
come through in Merkel's rheto-
ric as she campaigns for a fourth
term in office ahead of
September's election.
While Trump was isolated from
most of America's allies at the
G20, he smartly offered a valu-
able political gift to one leader,
weakened British Prime Minis-
ter Theresa May.
The President said that he ex-
pected a trade deal that would
bolster Britain after its exit from
the EU could be agreed to "very,
very quickly."
The move stored up a favor,
should he need May to return it,
in the months to come.

Putin and Trump "In Agreement"
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Throughout the confusion of
Donald Trump's campaign
and the chaotic events of his
early days in the White
House, one controversy has
clung to the Trump team like
glue:
It is alleged that Russian
hackers stole information
linked to the campaign of his
rival Hillary Clinton and
passed it to Wikileaks so it
could be released to under-
mine her.
Congressional committees
were set up to investigate the
matter and, in March, then-
FBI director James Comey
confirmed the bureau had its
own inquiry.
President Trump sacked Mr
Comey on 9 May, citing his
reason as "this Russia thing",
in a move that shocked
Washington and fuelled
claims of a cover up.
However, it did not halt the
investigation. On 18 May, the
department of justice ap-
pointed ex-FBI director Rob-
ert Mueller as special coun-
sel to look into the matter.
Mr Mueller has not given any
details of his investigation but
US media have reported he
is investigating Mr Trump for
possible obstruction of justice,
both in the firing of Mr
Comey and whether Mr
Trump tried to end an inquiry
into sacked national security
adviser Michael Flynn.
Mr Flynn resigned in Febru-
ary after failing to reveal the
extent of his contacts with
Sergei Kislyak, the Russian
ambassador to Washington.
President Trump has repeat-
edly denied any collusion with
Russia, calling the allegations
a "witch hunt".
Early warning signs
It was back in May 2016 that
the first reports emerged of
hackers targeting the Demo-
cratic Party. Over the next
two months, the reports sug-
gested US intelligence agen-
cies had traced the breaches

Russia: The 'cloud' over the Trump White House

back to Russian hackers.
In July, on the eve of the Demo-
cratic National Convention,
Wikileaks published 20,000 inter-
nal emails stolen by the hackers.
US intelligence officials said they
believed with "high confidence"
that Russia was behind the op-
eration, but the Trump campaign
publicly refused to accept the
findings.
Instead, at a press conference,
Mr Trump caused outrage by in-
viting Russian hackers to target
Hillary Clinton's controversial
personal email server, saying:
"Russia, if you're listening, I hope
you're able to find the 30,000
emails that are missing".
The first casualty
About the same time the hack-
ing scandal was beginning to un-
fold, Mr Trump's then campaign
manager, Paul Manafort, was
accused of accepting millions of
dollars in cash for representing
Russian interests in Ukraine and
US, including dealings with an
oligarch with close ties to Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin.
While Mr Manafort was running
the campaign, the Republican
Party changed the language in its
manifesto regarding the conflict
in Ukraine, removing anti-Rus-
sian sentiment, allegedly at the
behest of two Trump campaign
representatives.
Mr Manafort, who quit as Mr
Trump's campaign chairman last
August, is being investigated by
the FBI and also reportedly by
New York officials.
Like Mr Flynn, Mr Manafort, a
political operative with more than
40 years' experience, was sup-
posed to marshal some of the
chaos and controversy around Mr
Trump, but ended up falling prey
to it.
Subsequently, further allegations
have been made in Ukraine about
secret funds said to have been
paid to Mr Manafort, and it has
also been claimed that he se-
cretly worked for a Russian bil-
lionaire to assist President Putin's
political ends.
Mr Manafort has denied both al-

legations.
At odds with the intelligence
In October, the US intelligence
community released a unanimous
statement formally accusing Rus-
sia of being behind the hacking
of the Democratic National
Committee (DNC).
Mr Trump continued to argue
against the finding, claiming in a
presidential debate that it "could
be Russia, but it could also be
China, it could also be lots of other
people. It also could be somebody
sitting on their bed that weighs
400 pounds".
The same day that the intelli-
gence agencies released their
findings, the explosive "Access
Hollywood" recording emerged
of Mr Trump's obscene remarks
about women in 2005. An hour
later, Wikileaks began dumping
thousands more leaked Clinton
emails.
Mr Trump continued to refuse to
acknowledge the consensus that
Russia was behind the hack.
'I always knew Putin was smart!'
In December, the FBI and De-
partment of Homeland Security
published a report of the US in-
telligence findings linking Russia
to the hack.
In response, President Barack
Obama expelled 35 Russian dip-
lomats and levied new sanctions
on Russia. The world awaited Mr
Putin's response but he chose not
to retaliate. Mr Trump, by then
the president-elect, sided with the
Russian president, tweeting:
"Great move on delay (by V.
Putin) - I always knew he was
very smart!"
Mr Putin's decision not to re-
spond in kind struck many as a
canny PR move, but reportedly
set off suspicions among US in-
telligence officials that Russia
was confident the sanctions
would not last.
The same month, Mr Trump
picked Rex Tillerson as his nomi-
nee for secretary of state, argu-
ably the most important job in the
cabinet. The biggest hurdle for
Mr Tillerson's confirmation?
Close ties to Mr Putin.
As CEO of the ExxonMobil oil
company, Mr Tillerson cultivated
a close personal relationship with
the Russian leader, leading many
to speculate on whether he was
fit to serve as America's most
senior foreign diplomat.
Mr Tillerson was sworn in as sec-
retary of state on 2 February.
The 'compromising claims'
dossier
In January, Buzzfeed published a
dossier compiled by Christopher
Steele, a former British intelli-
gence official and Russia expert,
which alleged that Moscow had
compromising material on the

then-president-elect, making him
liable to blackmail.
Among the various memos in the
dossier was an allegation that Mr
Trump had been recorded by
Russian security services con-
sorting with prostitutes at a Mos-
cow hotel.
Mr Trump dismissed the claims
as fake news.
CNN revealed that President
Obama and President-elect
Trump had been briefed on the
existence of the dossier by intel-
ligence officials, and Buzzfeed
went one further, publishing the
entire thing.
The document went off like a
hand grenade tossed into the al-
ready febrile political scene and
generated a backlash against
Buzzfeed for publishing what
were essentially unverified
claims.
The evidence against Flynn...
In February, the most concrete
and damaging Russia scandal fi-
nally surfaced, months after sus-
picions were raised among intel-
ligence officials.US media re-
ported that Mr Flynn had dis-
cussed the potential lifting of Mr
Obama's Russia sanctions with
the Russian ambassador, Sergei
Kislyak, before Mr Trump took
the reins of government.
It is illegal for private citizens to
conduct US diplomacy.
He resigned as Mr Trump's na-
tional security adviser after 23
days on the job, saying he had "in-
advertently briefed the vice-presi-
dent-elect and others with incom-
plete information regarding my
phone calls with the Russian
ambassador" late last year.
Mr Flynn, who had appeared
regularly on Russian propaganda
channel RT, once attended din-
ner with Mr Putin in Moscow.
Since leaving the White House,
the Pentagon has launched an
investigation into whether he
failed to disclose payments from
Russian and Turkish lobbyists
that he was given for speeches
and consulting work.
FBI investigation confirmed...
and Comey fired
Two months into the Trump presi-
dency, Mr Comey confirmed at
a rare open hearing of the House
Intelligence Committee that the
agency was investigating alleged
Russian interference in the 2016
election.
It is an "ongoing" investigation
that began in July 2016, he said.
But on 9 May, Mr Comey was
fired.
The White House initially said it
was over his handling of the in-
quiry into Hillary Clinton's emails.
But Mr Trump later said "this
Russia thing" was a factor.
On 10 May, Mr Trump met the

Russian ambassador and foreign
minister in the Oval Office.
He told them firing Mr Comey
had eased "great pressure", the
New York Times reported.
He also reportedly shared with
them highly-sensitive "codeword"
material relating to terrorism and
airline safety, sending more
shockwaves through Washington.
Robert Mueller was appointed
special counsel a week later.
Comey testimony
In his much anticipated testimony
before a Senate panel, Mr
Comey said that Mr Trump had
asked him to pledge his loyalty,
confirming previous media re-
ports about a January meeting
between the pair.
"I need loyalty, I expect loyalty,"
Mr Trump said, according to Mr
Comey's testimony.
Mr Comey said: "I didn't move,
speak, or change my facial ex-
pression in any way during the
awkward silence that followed.
We simply looked at each other
in silence."
Mr Comey also said Mr Trump
had asked him to drop the inves-
tigation into Mr Flynn. "[Trump]
said: 'I hope you can see your
way clear to letting this go, to let-
ting Flynn go. He is a good guy. I
hope you can let this go.' I re-
plied only that 'he is a good guy.'"
But Mr Comey did confirm the
president's account that he had
told Mr Trump the FBI was not
investigating him personally.
He said he had kept written
memos on his meetings and
phone calls with the president,
fearing Mr Trump might lie.
Mr  Trump's r esponse?
He denied asking for Mr
Comey's loyalty, although he
added: "I don't think it would be
a bad question to ask."
The White House also denied
that Mr Trump had asked for the
Flynn inquiry to be dropped.
Mr Trump has also questioned
the neutrality of Robert Mueller,
saying the special counsel's
friendship with Mr Comey is
"bothersome".
Donald Trump Jr
On 9 July came news of what
was thought to be the first con-
firmed private meeting between
a Russian national and members
of President Trump's inner circle.
The president's son, Donald
Trump Jr, admitted meeting Rus-
sian lawyer Natalia Veselnitskaya
on 9 June 2016 after being told
that she had damaging material
on Hillary Clinton.
But he insisted the lawyer had
provided "no meaningful informa-
tion" in a meeting that also in-
cluded the president's son-in-law,
Jared Kushner, and Mr Manafort.
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     Editorial
Philadelphia
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Walter Smith, Publisher

Decades of vigilant struggles, sacrifices and civil rights legislation enacted in the 1960s
won federal promises to ensure that discrimination is illegal and would not be tolerated.
Unfettered access to housing, voting rights, fair credit, public accommodations and
more were marked and celebrated as hard-fought victories for Black Americans and
other people of color. In later years, additional protections were added as amendments
to safeguard the rights of the elderly, disabled, and the LGBT community.

Now in 2017, a growing number of interests are openly questioning whether the Trump
Administration intends to uphold these laws. More specifically, a series of federal agen-
cies with offices dedicated to civil rights are at risk. Through budget cuts and staff
reductions, these agencies will either outright deny or severely limit the ability to chal-
lenge discrimination that continues today.

Case in point: the Department of Education’s scaling back of civil rights enforcement.
Proposed Trump Administration departmental budget cuts will result in the loss of the
equivalent of 46, full-time positions. For remaining staff, caseload levels will rise.

Commenting on the severity of cuts, Laura Dunn, the executive director of SurvJustice,
a DC-based nonprofit that supports legal justice recently told Inside Higher Ed, “They
know that they can’t complete these investigations with such a lean budget and inad-
equate staffing.”

On June 8, Candice Jackson, the Acting Assistant Secretary for the Office of Civil
Rights (OCR) issued an internal Education memo directing all 12 regional Office of
Civil Rights (OCR) staff of immediately begin new practices. Per Jackson, the Educa-
tion Department goal is to swiftly address compliance issues, reach reasonable resolu-
tion agreements and encourage voluntary settlements wherever possible. Staff mem-
bers, who handle investigations, were advised to clear case backlogs and resolve com-
plaints in a “reasonable time frame.”

Education’s OCR is charged to prevent, identify, end and remedy discrimination against
students. OCR investigates education complaints involving admissions, recruitment, fi-
nancial aid, academic programs, student treatment and services, vocational education,
housing, employment and more. Complaints may be filed by an affected consumer or
on behalf of another person or group.

Under the Obama Administration, additional OCR staffing in the Education Depart-
ment was added to better meet the goal of closing cases within 180 days. In some
instances, clearing case backlogs took years, instead of days, to thoroughly investigate
and resolve complaints.

On June 16, the nonpartisan U.S. Commission on Civil Rights weighed in on proposed
cuts and issued a lengthy statement detailing a new two-year, comprehensive assess-
ment of federal civil rights enforcement. In part the statement read, “The review will
examine the degree to which current budgets and staffing levels allow civil rights offices
to perform their statutory and regulatory functions.”

“The Commission has grave concerns about continuing signals from the current Admin-

Guest Editorial by Charlene Crowell
(NNPA Newswire Columnist)

istration, including the President’s proposed budget and statements of Cabinet and
senior Administration officials, that the protection and fulfillment of civil rights of all
persons will not be appropriately prioritized,” continued the Commission state-
ment. “These proposed cuts are particularly troubling in light of Education Secre-
tary Betsy DeVos’ repeated refusal in Congressional testimony and other public
statements to commit that the Department would enforce federal civil rights laws.”

Other agencies that will also be reviewed by the Commission include: Environmen-
tal Protection Agency (EPA), Health and Human Services (HHS), Housing and
Urban Development (HUD), Justice, Labor, and the Legal Services Corporation.

More criticism of the Education Department under Secretary DeVos arrived on
June 27 when 34 U.S. Senators representing 22 states sent their own detailed
letter of concern. Two of the three Black U.S. Senators now serving in the Senate
were signatories: California’s Kamala Harris and New Jersey’s Cory Booker.

“You claim to support civil rights and oppose discrimination, but your actions belie
your assurances,” wrote the Senators.

The senators’ letter continued: “Closing cases quickly at the expense of the quality
of the investigation is not in the long-term interests of the complainants and impedes
students, teachers, and families in receiving just resolutions. Rather than abandon a
systematic approach, we strongly urge you to support increased funding for OCR’s
budget to allow the office to hire additional personnel to swiftly resolve complaints.”

Research by the Center for Responsible Lending (CRL) has found that students of
color are often targeted by high-cost private career and training institutes that ad-
vertise high incomes for 21st Century jobs. However, the outcomes promised and
the experiences of these students do not match. Only 27 percent of all for-profit
students in four-year programs graduate within six years.

Students who do not graduate almost always wind up with deep student debt and
low-paying jobs. When their loan repayments become too costly to maintain, loan
defaults result that mar their credit profiles.

“If the Education Department was serious about addressing civil rights enforce-
ment,” noted Robin Howarth, a CRL senior researcher, “they would be continuing
the Obama Administration’s emphasis on adequate staffing of this complex and
time-consuming function. Instead, they opt for gutting the standards of investigation
in favor of quick resolution of cases.”

Howarth is right. Closing complaint cases quickly is not the same thing as justice.

Charlene Crowell is the communications deputy director for the Center for
Responsible Lending. She can be reached
at Charlene.crowell@responsiblelending.org.

TRUMP’S PROPOSED BUDGET CUTS THREATEN CIVIL  RIGHTS
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om Stop Lying On Me!

"Barack Obama is not a US citizen"
"My investigators just might uncover "one of the greatest cons in the history of politics and

beyond." "I have people that have been studying it and they cannot believe
what they're finding"

"I watched in Jersey City, N.J., where thousands and thousands of people were cheering" as
the World Trade Center collapsed.

"T errible! Just found out that Obama had my "wires tapped" in Trump Tower just
before the victory. Nothing found. This is McCarthyism"!

"I would have won the popular vote if you deducted the millions
of people who voted illegally.”

"I won the gr eatest number of electoral votes ever"
"If you walk the str eets in black neighborhoods you get shot"

"My inauguration dr ew 11 million more viewers than Barack Obama’s in 2013".
"It stopped raining “immediately” when I began my inaugural speech".

"T wo people were fatally shot in Chicago during Obama’s last speech as president".
"I’ve been on the cover of Time Magazine 15 times this year".

"The Mexican government forces many bad people into our country."
"I'm building a wall on our southern border and Mexico will pay for it".
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Martha Rivera Chavis was not
just the wife of civil rights leader
Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis Jr., but
by all accounts, from those who
knew the Dominican Republic-
born activist, Rivera Chavis
strived just as hard as her be-
loved husband for freedom, jus-
tice and equality for Blacks and
other minorities.

“I met Martha in 1993 when she
was head of the Women in
NAACP [WIN] committee and
she simply brought new life to
that organization,” said Zach
McDaniels, who served as the
strategic adviser for Dr. Chavis,
when he organized the Million
Man March.

“Martha shook up the NAACP,
she had a very vibrant spirit and
to be around her and in her pres-
ence, was always something spe-
cial,” said McDaniels also
worked as director of community
affairs for famed Baltimore at-
torney Billy Murphy.

Martha Rivera Chavis passed
away in her home in Montclair,
N.J. at 3 a.m. on Thursday, July
6.

She was 53.

“Our mother’s spirit, passion and
love will always be with us,”
Rivera Chavis and Dr. Chavis’
children, Franklin, Ana Elisabeth,
John Mandela, and Reginald
Louis Chavis, said in a statement.

Chavis and his wife met in the

Tributes Pour in Celebrating the Life of Martha Rivera Chavis
By Stacy M. Brown (NNPA Newswire Contributor)

late 80s, after the civil rights
leader spent time in Angola,
where American-backed rebels
mined civilian areas.

At the time, Angola had one of
the highest percentages of indi-
viduals with missing limbs, vic-
tims of the country’s brutal civil
war, a fact that moved both Dr.
Chavis and his wife.

When Chavis met Martha
Rivera, she was 23 and employed
as a French-to-Portuguese trans-
lator for Angola’s United Nation’s
ambassador.

Angola’s U.N. Ambassador
Manuel Pacavira introduced the
couple at a New York City res-
taurant and Chavis said that al-
though she was 16 years his jun-
ior, he was impressed with
Martha’s sense of history and her
knowledge of the contemporary
movement in African, Latin
America and the Caribbean—
each striving for independence,
freedom and equality.

“I was impressed that this young
sister from the Dominican Re-
public had an African conscience.
A lot of times when you come
from a place, you know where
you are and you know your roots,
but Martha knew what was go-
ing on in the contemporary
world,” Chavis said.

Rivera Chavis graduated from
Paris-Sorbonne University, the
main inheritor of the old
Sorbonne, which dates back to

the 13th century and counts as
one of the first universities in the
world.

She spoke fluently in five lan-
guages: Spanish, Portuguese,
French, Italian and English. She
also worked as a translator for
the Angolan ambassador.

“We had the dinner with the am-
bassador in early September and
by the 20th of September, we got
married,” Chavis said. “It was
not only love at first sight, but
marriage at first sight.”

The couple brought home 10
Angolans, including six with miss-
ing limbs.
The injured foreign visitors re-
mained in the Chavis’ home for
more than a year with the couple
traveling with them to Capitol Hill
to bring to light the atrocities that
were happening in Angola and
other parts of Africa.

“Martha didn’t just show sympa-
thy, she empathized and wanted
to do something about it,” Chavis
said.

She supported Chavis’ decision
to leave his lifetime post as ex-
ecutive director of the United
Church of Christ’s Commission
for Racial Justice to become ex-
ecutive director of the NAACP,
even though it meant uprooting
the family from Cleveland to
Baltimore.

“The thought of leaving a secure
position meant a lot of soul-

searching for both of us and
Reginald F. Lewis had convinced
me to do it and Martha encour-
aged me to go for the NAACP
job,” Chavis said.

“She would become a strong ad-
vocate for the NAACP and, at
the time, the organization was
struggling to attract younger
people to come back and here I
was with my young wife, in her
late 20s. When I won, I would
never forget the famous picture
of Martha and I in The New York
Times.”

Chavis continued: “She sang
‘Lift Every Voice and Sing’ with
all of us and she always remem-
bered that and I would always
use those words, those verses, in
my speeches and sermons.”

Rivera Chavis would become
head of WIN; she supported the
women of the Million Man March
and then spoke along with actress
Jada Pinkett and others at a later
Million Women March, which she
helped to organize.

She also became friends with
African-American icons C.
Delores Tucker, Dorothy Height
and Coretta Scott King.

“Martha will be known for her
passion, she was extremely pas-
sionate about her family about
her culture and most of all about
Dr. Chavis,” said Kent Matlock,
the chairman of Matlock Adver-
tising and Public Relations in At-
lanta, Ga.Matlock noted how piv-

otal a role Rivera Chavis played
in the unprecedented “Fair-
Share” deal made between the
NAACP and Denny’s Restau-
rants after the chain had been
charged with racial discrimina-
tion at several of its properties.

The deal in which Denny’s
pledged to hire and promote mi-
norities and increase purchases
from minority-owned business
was estimated at more than $1
billion over seven years.

“Martha was a strong civic-
minded person,” Matlock said. “I
trace it back to her [Dominican
Republic] roots. She was high-
spirited and committed. She had
an understanding way about her
and was very accepting of other
people. The world was a better
place with her in it.”

NAFEO president and CEO Dr.
Lezli Baskerville issued a state-
ment saying she knew Rivera
Chavis to be a loving and doting
wife and mother.

“I knew her also as a coura-
geous, strategic, freedom fighter
who valiantly helped to shaped
and lead campaigns for freedom,
justice and human dignity for all
persons, in her birth country, on
the African continent, Cuba, and
in her adopted country of these
United States,” Baskerville said.

A memorial fund has been estab-
lished for Rivera Chavis, who will
be buried in the Dominican Re-
public. Those wishing to contrib-
ute can visit https://
nnpamar tha rchav i smem
orialfund.mydagsite.com/.

Martha Rivera Chavis
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Call today for 
your Free  Author 
Submission Kit!

Get Your Book Published With

Call 1-855-972-4784

Get Your Book Published With

 
The most trusted all-in-one 
book publisher

• Titles published in
print & digital formats

• Exciting cover &
interior illustrations

• International distribution

• Customized publicity 
campaigns

• Books sold at 
major retailers
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Attention:
VIAGRA & CIALIS Users

Operators Available 24/7!

For discreet home delivery, 
CALL NOW!

800-538-1753

50 Pill Special:

Only $99 
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There’s a More A� ordable & E� ective 
Alternative to U.S. Pharmacy High Prices!
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Read the
New York Beacon

newyorkbeacon.net
and the

Philadelphia Observer

philadelphiaobserver.com
Online
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Have you ever said to yourself “I’d love to get a 
computer, if only I could figure out how to use it.” 
Well, you’re not alone. Computers were supposed 
to make our lives simpler, but they’ve gotten so 
complicated that they are not worth the trouble. 
With all of the “pointing and clicking” and “dragging 
and dropping” you’re lucky if you can figure out 
where you are. Plus, you are constantly worrying 
about viruses and freeze-ups. If this sounds familiar, 
we have great news for you. There is finally a 
computer that’s designed for simplicity and ease of 
use. It’s the WOW Computer, and it was designed 
with you in mind. This computer is easy-to-use, 
worry-free and literally puts the world at your 
fingertips. From the moment you open the box, 

you’ll realize how different the WOW Computer 
is. The components are all connected; all you do is 
plug it into an outlet and your high-speed Internet 
connection. Then you’ll see the screen – it’s now 
22 inches. This is a completely new touch screen 
system, without the cluttered look of the normal 
computer screen. The “buttons” on the screen are 
easy to see and easy to understand. All you do is 
touch one of them, from the Web, Email, Calendar 
to Games– you name it… and a new screen opens 
up. It’s so easy to use you won’t have to ask your 
children or grandchildren for help. Until now, the 
very people who could benefit most from E-mail 
and the Internet are the ones that have had the 
hardest time accessing it. Now, thanks to the 
WOW Computer, countless older Americans are 
discovering the wonderful world of the Internet 
every day. Isn’t it time you took part? Call now, and 
you’ll find out why tens of thousands of satisfied 
seniors are now enjoying their WOW Computers, 
emailing their grandchildren, and experiencing 
everything the Internet has to offer. Call today! 8

1
0
5
9

© 2016 first STREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc.

Wow! A Simple to Use Computer 
Designed Especially for Seniors!

Easy to read. Easy to see. Easy to use. Just plug it in!

• Send & Receive Emails
• Have video chats with family and friends
• Surf the Internet:
 Get current weather and news
• Play games Online:
 Hundreds to choose from!

“I love this computer! It is easy to read
and to use!  I get photo updates from 
my children and grandchildren all the 
time.”     – Janet F.

FREE
Automatic

Software Updates

NEW
Now comes with...

Larger 22-inch hi-resolution 
screen – easier to see

16% more viewing area
Simple navigation – so you  

never get lost
Intel ® processor – lightning fast
Computer is in the monitor – 

No bulky tower
Advanced audio, Better speaker  
configuration – easier to hear
Text to Speech translation –  

it can even read your  
emails to you!

U.S. Based Customer Service

Call today!   
Now available for only $1099 plus 

shipping and handling.   
Mention promotional code 65331.

1-800-351-3840
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Aries Horoscope MAR 21 – APR 19
Sometimes your enthusiasm is so effusive that you lose your ability to make
sensible decisions about your future. You friends and coworkers aren’t much

help either; they only encourage you further today, without bringing any
real expertise to the current circumstances. Nevertheless, the uncertainty
you harbor about your role in the community is clearing now, and you will

soon be thankful for the opportunity to reconsider your old priorities.
Bashar claims, “If you can’t change your mind, then you’re not using it.”

Taurus Horoscope APR 20 – MAY 20
You’re determined to stick to your plans today because you know they will
enable you to reach your goals. However, it’s a mistake to go through the
motions by demonstrating your commitment to someone else’s project if it
detracts from your own work. Forget about how others may react and just
quietly go about your business. Author Mandy Hale wrote, “Sometimes you
have to move on without certain people. If they’re meant to be in your life,

they’ll catch up.”

Gemini Horoscope MAY 21 – JUN 20
You’re not very chatty today, but that doesn’t prevent you from answering

questions as they arise. You’re eager to tell your side of the story as long as
you don’t need to initiate the conversation yourself. But others may not ask
you anything if they think you’re unwilling to share your position. Fortu-
nately, breaking the ice by talking in generalities allows you to converse

without sending emotionally charged messages that could put someone off.
Author Michael J. Schmoker wrote, “In a healthy system, there is no

blame.”

Cancer Horoscope JUN 21 – JUL 22
You hope that the current noise at work will give you a chance to go unno-
ticed for stretches of time today. You like the idea of slipping beneath the
radar now, as if you’re on a stealth mission. Nevertheless, you’re not as
invisible as you think because your behavior influences others. There are
many ways to impact your future and leading by example is one of the

smartest strategies in your playbook these days. Picasso said, “Action is
the foundational key to all success.”

Leo Horoscope JUL 23 – AUG 22
It’s all about relationships today, but you might grow frustrated when you
realize you’re not going to get what you want. Thankfully, the situational
dynamics change drastically throughout the day, turning failure into suc-
cess, possibly even more than once. But don’t feed extra energy into an

already sensitive stew of feelings. If someone seems aloof now, accept the
deeply rooted individualism that creates the illusion of separation. Rumi

wrote, “Love is the bridge between you and everything.”

Virgo Horoscope AUG 23 – SEP 22
You’re feeling an uneasiness today that’s difficult to put your finger on. One
thing is for certain: the more you seek answers, the harder it is to find them.

Although the truth is elusive now, your gentle persistence is likely to be
rewarded. Your thoughts are swift and accurate while your emotions flow
deeper. Lao Tzu wrote, “Nothing is softer or more flexible than water, yet

nothing can resist it.”

Libra Horoscope SEP 23 – OCT 22
Somehow, you’re able to stretch the rules today and avoid criticism for your

rebellious behavior. Luckily, you can capitalize on your current creativity,
enabling you to pursue more risky forms of self-expression without actually
increasing your chances of running into any lasting trouble. Make swift use

of your diplomatic skills if confronted by authority. Albert Camus wrote,
“Charm is a way of getting the answer ‘yes’ without asking a clear ques-

tion.”
Scorpio Horoscope OCT 23 – NOV 21

You're unwilling to step down from your position as resident investigator
today. It’s not like you actually go out of your way to stir up emotional

unrest; rather, you cannot let peace and quiet prevent you from uncovering
the truth. Fortunately, your inquisitive nature is widely admired and most

people accept enduring a few uncomfortable minutes while you gather
more facts. Nobel laureate Albert Szent-Gyorgyi wrote, “Research consists
in seeing what everyone else has seen, but thinking what no one else has

thought.”

Sagittarius Horoscope NOV 22 – DEC 21
You can’t wait to shake up your schedule today in order to stay on the track
of unique self-expression. You will even sacrifice the certainty of your day
to introduce some passion into it. But you can take things too far in search
of your next adrenaline rush. Consider the pros and cons of each change
you make before you discover that you’ve pulled the rug out from under
your own feet. Franklin D. Roosevelt said, “Happiness lies in the joy of

achievement and the thrill of creative effort.”

Capricorn Horoscope DEC 22 – JAN 19
You’re excited about taking the scenic route to your destination today,

especially if you think it will increase your chances of success. It’s just that
the tried-and-true path has grown less and less reliable as the days roll by,

motivating you to try new options. Additionally, you crave experiences on a
completely different spectrum from those in the past. You don’t mind if your

travel time is greater as long as your odds are better. Playwright Eugene
O’Neill wrote, “Curiosity killed the cat, but satisfaction brought it back.”

Aquarius Horoscope JAN 20 – FEB 18
Normally, it takes a lot to get you to change your position once you make

up your mind. However, the Moon’s current visit to unconventional
Aquarius brings inconsistency into your world. You might not like the
surprises you encounter now if you must go back to the beginning and

recalculate your options. Nevertheless, you’re a willing, if slightly reluctant,
participant in the game of evolution. Activist Maggie Kuhn wrote, “Speak

your truth, even if your voice shakes.”

Pisces Horoscope FEB 19 – MAR 20
You might not be waving any flags to attract the attention of others, but

your work will garner plenty of recognition soon enough. However, manag-
ing your public persona requires concentrated effort now, and you would
rather be putting that time toward your creative expression. There is very
little that must be said directly to your coworkers today, especially if you
have been honest with them all along. Create a life that feels good on the

inside, not one that just looks good on the outside.

WEEEKL Y HOROSCOPE
July 13  -  July 19
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A customer favorite!  Send a box of our large, luscious sun-loving fruit hand-picked fresh 
from our grove.  A generous selection of our 2 most popular varieties are guaranteed to
delight everyone on your list. All at a very special price!

•   3 Ruby Red Grapefruit
So sweet, they never need sugar!

•   4 Navel Oranges
Sweet, juicy and seedless

O� er expires 12-31-2016.  Some restrictions apply.SPX81

Call Toll-Free 1-800-381-5493 to Order Item SPX81
or Visit PittmanDavis.com/SPX81

Plus 4 FREE
Grapefruit Spoons

SPECIAL
OFFER!

FREE
SHIPPING

SAVE 35%
& FREE SHIPPING

WAS $30.79

$1984
NOW
ONLY
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Over the past week, it has be-
come clear that both the inten-
tions and execution of the White
House efforts on election integ-

rity are questionable at best.
Let me be very clear: indiscrimi-
nately kicking legitimate voters
off voter rolls is a real assault on

the integrity of our elections.
Such actions are not legitimately
within the province of the com-
mission.
Any citizen can buy
Pennsylvania’s public voter file
for a fee, but state law also pro-
hibits anyone from using the list
for improper purposes, from
tampering with or altering the list,
or from further distributing the
list to the public. State law re-
quires that it be used only for
elections, political activities or
law enforcement purposes.
Statements by Vice Chair
Kobach suggest his intent may
be to improperly use
Pennsylvania’s data. Mr.
Kobach told CNN that he seeks
to take our voters’ personal data
and compare it against unrelated
data, and he has stated intent to
share this in some public man-
ner. We have not provided Mr.
Kobach, or the federal govern-
ment, any authority to do this. I
have asked my counsel to review
potential legal remedies to pre-
vent the White House, Mr.

Kobach or any federal agency
from engaging in unauthorized
misuse of our citizens’ informa-
tion or state-maintained records.
We are not requesting or in need
of any further assistance from the
White House or Mr. Kobach,
whose Interstate Crosscheck
program was found to be error-
prone by local election officials
in Pennsylvania. Suggestions that
Pennsylvania or any other state
is hiding or ignoring illegal vot-
ing is an insult to the law enforce-
ment and elections officials who
enforce election law.
Pennsylvania, along with many
other states, has already
partnered with the non-partisan
Pew Charitable Trusts and the
state consortium, Election Reg-
istration Information Center
(ERIC), to bolster our own ef-
forts to maintain the integrity of
our voter rolls. Unlike the White
House, this program seeks to
expand voter registration, while
fairly using sound data analytics
to identify potential outdated
voter registrations. This is fun-

damentally different – and bet-
ter – than other efforts such as
Interstate Crosscheck that called
into question thousands of legiti-
mate registrations rather than
finding anything illegal.
Further, the commission’s re-
quest for states to email their
entire files containing personal
data flies in the face of basic pri-
vacy standards and calls into
question if even public data will
be handled securely. Even
worse, the request seems to
have violated federal law and any
acceptable best practice or stan-
dard for requesting data from
states.
For all these reasons, I have no
confidence in this commission’s
administration, standards of se-
curity or privacy, or that its true
intentions are to bolster the right
to vote. Pennsylvania will not
participate in this fishing expe-
dition to prove the President’s
patently untrue statements and I
will seek every avenue to pro-
tect our citizens’ personal infor-
mation.

PA Gov Tom Wolfe Pushes Back on White House Voter Data Request

PA Governor Tom Wolf

As FBI agents and police con-
tinued to scour a Bucks County
property in a search for four miss-
ing men, District Attorney Mat-
thew D. Weintraub declared
Cosmo DiNardo, the 20-year-old
son of the property owners, to be
a “person of interest” in the case.

DiNardo, who was taken into
custody Monday on a firearms
charge that authorities first filed
in February, may or may not be
included in continuing investiga-
tions, Weintraub told reporters at
a briefing near the site Tuesday
morning.

Still, the prosecutor’s comments
placed DiNardo firmly in the
middle of the probe for the first
time.

He has not said if he believes the
men are alive or dead. He did say
no remains have been found in
the approximately 90-acre search
area, which includes an over-
grown field.

“We have not recovered any hu-
man remains to this point. But we
continue to work very, very
hard,” Weintraub said, adding
that a report of found bodies was
false. Investigators at the farm
are “going through it with the
equivalent of a fine-toothed

Bucks DA names 'person of interest' in case of four missing men
comb,” he said.

They are also still trying to fig-
ure out what connects the four
missing men to the property, to
each other, or to DiNardo, the
district attorney said. He de-
scribed the search as slow and
steady — “a marathon, not a
sprint” — and asked for tips from
the public about the men’s con-
nections.

Weintraub declined say whether
DiNardo is talking with police. He
said the man’s $1 million bail was
set that high at his office’s urg-
ing. DiNardo had not posted bail
as of late Tuesday morning.

The charges refiled against him
Monday are not related to the
investigation, Weintraub said.
They had been dismissed by a
district judge; the district
attorney’s office reauthorized the
charges against him in a letter
dated June 21. Asked why they
were not refiled earlier,
Weintraub said, “Sometimes
that’s out of our control.”

“I will say, though, that Mr.
DiNardo is a person of interest
in this case, but sometimes the
chasm between being a person
of interest and being a person
who’s actually accused or ar-

rested on a crime is so wide that
we never cross it,” Weintraub
said. “We are certainly trying to
explore every avenue.”

Weintraub said Monday that he
suspected foul play in the disap-
pearance of the men, identified
by county investigators as Mark
R. Sturgis, 22, of Pennsburg;
Thomas C. Meo, 21, of
Plumstead; Dean A. Finocchiaro,
18, of Middletown; and Jimi Tar
Patrick, 19, of Newtown.

Search crews including FBI
agents and local police officers
descended on the DiNardo prop-
erty in the 6000 block of Lower
York Road in Solebury Township.
The property belongs to Antonio
and Sandra DiNardo, of
Bensalem, Weintraub confirmed
Tuesday.

The families of the missing men
were at the property Monday
and returned Tuesday morning.
They parked in a cornfield near
the entrance to the property and
awaited updates from investiga-
tors. Police cars stand guard and
block the driveway leading into
the property.

“We have four families literally
keeping a vigil at the scene of our
investigation and they see and

hear and read the news just like
you all do,” Weintraub said.

Sturgis and Meo were good
friends, Sturgis’ father, Mark
Potash, said Monday. DiNardo is
Facebook friends with Patrick.

Cars belonging to two of the men
were found within a mile and a
half of each other, according to
Potash: Sturgis’ at Peddlers Vil-
lage, Meo’s in the garage at a
home in the 2800 block of
Aquetong Road in New Hope,
which is belongs to the DiNardos
and is near the property being
searched.
U.S. Marshals, the FBI, the at-

torney general’s office, several
local police departments, the
state police, and now a few dozen
Montgomery County police
academy recruits are assisting in
the search. The recruits are
scouring a field in search of any
evidence.

The search could take several
more days, Weintraub said. Tips
have been pouring in about the
young men and investigators
hope for more.

“We maintain hope that we will
ascertain their whereabouts and
bring them home safe,”
Weintraub said.
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Shopping For Insurance? Put Your Family’s
Financial Protection First On Your List

Globe Life Has Been Serving
Families For Over 65 Years

$100,000

• Monthly Rates As Low As 
$3.49 For Adults &  
$2.17 For Children & Grandchildren

• No Medical Exam
 - Only A Few Yes/No Health Questions

• 30-Day Money-Back Guarantee

GLOBE LIFE INSURANCE
Choose $5,000, $10,000, $20,000, $30,000 Or Up To $100,000 Coverage

Join Our Family Of Satis�ed Policyholders

BUY 

For FREE/No Obligation Information
Call Toll Free

800-672-1554
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855 820-8430

800 990-0636

855 401-9511

800 990-0636

Save America
And The World!
Dump Trump!
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It took four days, but Phil Mickelson fi-
nally went low at The Greenbrier Clas-
sic.
Mickelson was out early Sunday morn-
ing on The Old White TPC, but he made
seven birdies during a final-round 64 that
included five circles on the back nine. It
marked his lowest score on the PGA Tour
since an opening-round 63 last year at
Royal Troon.

The effort left Mickelson at 6 under for
the week, and inside the top 20 upon
completion of his round despite the fact
that he started the day 14 shots off the
lead.

"It's nice to get a little bit of momentum
and to finally shoot a number that I feel
like I've been playing well enough to
shoot," Mickelson told reporters.

This marked Mickelson's first made cut
in four trips to The Greenbrier, and it was
a strong close to a week that also served
as Tim Mickelson's debut as his brother's
full-time caddie. The younger Mickelson
will be on the bag through the end of the
season, but he also serves as Jon Rahm's
full-time agent and was peppering his

Mickelson closes with 64 at Greenbrier
brother with updates from Rahm's six-
shot win at the DDF Irish Open.

"He was very keen on knowing how
[Rahm] was doing throughout the day,"
Mickelson said. "We were both really
happy for his success. That was a nice
plus. But [Tim] is just a fun guy to be
around. I just love being around him. We
had a great first week, and I'm looking
forward to spending more time with him."

Mickelson famously preceded his win at
The Open in 2013 with a victory at the
Aberdeen Asset Management Scottish
Open at Castle Stuart the week prior, and
he tied for 13th when it returned to Castle
Stuart last year. But with a shift this year
to Dundonald, the 47-year-old has opted
not to learn a new venue and will instead
focus his efforts on Royal Birkdale, where
he made his Open debut as an amateur in
1991.

"I'm going to head over there later this
week to get a few extra days in at
Birkdale," Mickelson said. "I have a real
affinity for the golf course. I just have a
special place in my heart for it, and I'm
looking forward to playing there this year." Phil Mickelson

Tim Hardaway Jr. admitted his first re-
action when the Knicks showed interest
in him was ‘Wow!” But after the shock
and surprise of that initial phone call, he
said he wouldn’t want to play with any-
one else.

Of course, the Knicks gave Hardaway
71 million reasons to want to return to
the team that drafted him in 2013 and then
traded him two years later. But with Phil
Jackson no longer the Knicks president,
Hardaway said it dawned on him that he
could return someday. He just didn’t think
it would be now.

“You play here for two years and then
you’re gone,” Hardaway said Monday
afternoon at a Knicks’ basketball camp.
“Then two years later you get a phone
call and it’s like, ‘Wow!’ I wouldn’t ex-
pect it coming from them. I would ex-
pect from a different team or a different
franchise. When I got the call I was very,
very happy and overwhelmed.”

Hardaway, whom Jackson traded two
years ago, became a Knick after the
Hawks decided over the weekend not to
match the four-year, $71-million offer
sheet he was given. “Wow!” was a popu-

Tim Hardaway Jr. surprised, delighted to be Knick again
lar reaction from Knicks fans and follow-
ers of the NBA after news broke of that
contract for the 6-6 shooting guard who
has spent most of his four-year career
coming off the bench.

But the Knicks are moving on with a youth
movement, building around Kristaps
Porzingis, Willy Hernangomez, Hardaway
and first-round pick Frank Ntilikina.
With all of the emphasis on growing and
developing their young players, Carmelo
Anthony could be on his way out.
Hardaway hopes he gets to play with
Anthony again, although it appears un-
likely.

“Melo’s got to do what’s best for his fam-
ily and for him,” Hardaway said. “Yes,
we definitely want him back — no ques-
tion. Just having that veteran leader out
there on the floor, a go-to guy who can
get you a bucket any given moment of
the game, it’s great. It’s great to have that.
You want to have that. It’ll be tough for
him to leave.”

Hardaway said if Anthony is not here —
the Rockets reportedly have turned their
attention to acquiring the perennial All-
Star — he’s ready to step up and be more

of a leader. Hardaway, 25, said he’s
grown as a person and a player since the
last time he wore a Knicks’ uniform.

“I’m a mature player now,” Hardaway
said. “Everything is in full effect right now.
I’m taking everything serious.”

Hardaway said he has changed because
of the wake-up call he received in Atlanta.

Two of the knocks on him in his two sea-
sons as a Knick were his poor defense
and shot selection. After Hardaway was
traded to Atlanta for the draft rights to
Jerian Grant, Hawks coach Mike
Budenholzer said he wouldn’t play if he
didn’t give effort on defense. Hardaway
only played in five of his first 35 games
as a Hawk and was sent down to the D-
League twice.

“It was a reality check for sure,”
Hardaway said. “I’m happy that the
Hawks actually did that. It made me a
better person on and off the floor. It made
me appreciate the opportunity at stake.
And it just made me grow.

“I think it was more about maturing as a
person, rather than the game. When they

came with the maturity aspect it really
helped me out on the floor, not taking crazy
shots, knowing where to be on the defen-
sive end of the floor, picking and choos-
ing my spots wisely when to attack and
when not to, get my teammates involved.”

Hardaway had his best season last year,
averaging 14.5 points, including 17.5
points in 30 starts for the Hawks. He un-
derstands more will be expected of him
after signing the big contract, but the ul-
tra-confident Hardaway said he would
embrace it.

“I just have to come in with the same
mindset I came in with last season,” he
said. “I know how much work I put in in
the offseason. I know how much work I
put in during the season. Yes there’s pres-
sure, but you’ve got to embrace it, you’ve
got to take it to heart. I’m ready to fulfill,
to do whatever I have to do to help this
team succeed as a ballplayer on and off
the court.

“I’m on a team this upcoming season
who’s going to take everything very seri-
ous. We have a lot of talent. It’s going to
be a great season, I think, I believe. Hope-
fully everybody will get on board with it.”


